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A Vision for Lanark: “proud of its past and confident in its future” 
 
The Vision for Lanark strategy document, which aims to maximise the opportunities that the 
natural and cultural heritage assets bring to the area of the Royal Burgh of Lanark, New 
Lanark World Heritage Site and the Falls of Clyde National Nature Reserve, was launched at 
the Tolbooth on 19 April, with the goal of making Lanark and its environs a greener, more 
prosperous place to live, work and visit – proud of its past and confident in its future. 
 
Key representatives from the Vision for Lanark Partnership organisations, including Discover 
Lanark (BID), New Lanark Trust, the Scottish Wildlife Trust (Falls of Clyde) and Lanark 
Community Development Trust (the lead partner), were there as signatories showing their 
commitment to and ownership of the strategy. The document was also signed off by 
supporters South Lanarkshire Council and Border Biscuits Community Support. 
 
Sylvia Russell, Chairman of Lanark Community Development Trust, said; “we are all 
delighted that after two years of community engagement, analysis and discussion, A Vision 
for Lanark 2022 – 2030 is now published with exciting action plans going forward to ensure 
that all funding, project and infrastructure possibilities are fully explored and taken 
advantage of when feasible.”  
 
Sylvia continued; “we are all passionate about Lanark and its surrounding area and want the 
absolute best for it, making sure that, through continued engagement with the community 
and partners, we create greater awareness and a sense of pride in our heritage of local and 
world significance, and the natural and designed landscapes around the Falls of Clyde.”   
 
CMC Associates Ltd, who prepared the original Vision for Lanark consultation document has 
prepared the Vision Development Strategy for the Partnership, in the light of very positive 
responses to the community consultation in 2020.   
 
Further funding (through the Scottish Government’s Investing in Communities Fund and 
Border Community Support) is enabling consultants, SKS Scotland CIC, to project manage an 
Action Plan for the Vision until October this year.  Claire Whyte, Director with SKS Scotland, 
said; “There is so much to offer in and around Lanark, and a wealth of interested, talented 
people who want to make it somewhere to be even prouder of all it has to offer residents, 
visitors and businesses.  
 
“Through the Vision strategy we hope to bring together the partners, groups and individuals 
to investigate and develop our first programme of projects which will include a community 
renewable energy project, future potential at the Lanark Racecourse, a Lanark Transport 
and Welcome Hub, a Heritage and Civic Forum, Lanark Conservation Area Regeneration, the 
proposed New Lanark to Bonnington Power Trail, local tourism support, a Lanark 
Development Forum and a Local Place Plan.” 
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Claire continued; “We would encourage anyone who would like more information on these 
projects or to become involved in any of these areas to get in touch and be part of the 
Vision for Lanark.” 
 
The Vision for Lanark document is on the LCDT website (https://lanarktrust.co.uk/our-
projects/vision-for-lanark-2020-2030/) with hard copies available at Castlebank Park 
Horticultural Centre and The Tolbooth, Lanark. 
 
Ends. 
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