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Castlebank Park, a green escape during COVID-19

We received TESCO Bags of Help COVID-19 Relief Funding for 
our ‘Flowers on Film’ community �owershow project. 

This project involved over 100 local people of all ages 
submitting their own spring �ower photos and artwork. We 
collated the photos into a Facebook album, online video and 
used the funding to create these beautiful A4 photobooks. 

The photobooks were gifted to over 250 vulnerable, isolated 
and older people in local care homes, St Andrew’s Hospice, 
Healthy Valleys bene�ciaries, sheltered housing and school 
children. The aim was to brighten their day with beautiful 
images when they were unable to leave their residence due 
to lockdown. The book’s contributors were also given the 
chance to obtain copies of the book for themselves or gifts.

‘Flowers on Film’ Community Flowershow Project

During lockdown and beyond, Castlebank Park has been a green escape and a nature haven for the local community. Here 
are some of our favourite photos from visitors! At Castlebank Horticultural Centre, we have remained very busy maintaining 
the park’s gardens and developing a wide range of activities, projects and opportunities for all ages of the local community.

“The earth has music for those who will listen” George Santayana



Easter activity packs Competitions, Workshops and Q&As!

Donations to care homes & groupsFresh produce boxes

April seems like a lifetime ago! We had to cancel our Easter 
Open Day which was scheduled to take place on Easter 
Monday. We had all of the Easter Bonnet making kits which 
were kindly provided by Froods Plumbers in Lanark. We 
decided to make up Easter Bonnet & Nature Activity packs 
and o�er them free of charge to local families. Around 70 
local children received these packs! We also ran an Easter Egg 
decorating competition, take a look at the winning entry 
below - an ‘egg-cellent’ recreation of Castlebank Park!

Over the past few months we have embraced ‘all things 
digital’ to o�er the local community (and further a�eld) a 
range of virtual learning opportunities and activities. We 
have hosted a range of virtual Gardening Q&A sessions, 
virtual gardening workshops and a number of themed 
competitions for children. Here are some of the winners 
and prizes photographed below! We have further 
workshops planned for later in the year. Please email us if 
you’d like details of these, info@lanarktrust.co.uk

From the end of May we have been o�ering the local 
community the chance to purchase ‘5 for £5’ fresh produce 
boxes. The contents of the boxes vary every week, 
containing a mix of seasonal herbs, vegetables and fruit - 
picked fresh that morning! The boxes have been very 
successful and we will certainly look to repeat this project 
in the 2021 growing season. The star of the boxes has been 
the new potatoes, with many commenting on how 
delicious they were simply boiled and served with butter.

It’s also been great to see some photos of the dishes and 
recipes that box recipients have created with our fresh 
produce.

Near the start of lockdown we were able to support local 
community groups, schools and care homes with 
donations of fresh produce, �owers, photo postcards and 
gardening tools & equipment. 

These groups included: Lanark Universal Connections; 
Scottish Autism New Ridgepark Home; Crosslaw House 
Care Home; Beechgrove Care Home and St Mary’s Primary 
School.

The boxes were very much appreciated and we were 
delighted to be able to help out where possible.



Virtual Family Gardening & Nature Club Honeybees making a buzz

Can you lend a hand this autumn?

Thanks to funding from Lanark Rotary Club, we were able 
to run a virtual version of our popular Family Gardening 
and Nature Club over the 8 weeks of the summer holidays. 

Each week we explored a di�erent nature and gardening 
theme, everything from creepy crawlies to growing fruit 
and vegetables! As part of the funding, we worked in 
partnership with Healthy Valleys to a small number of local 
young and vulnerable families with Home Gardening and 
Nature Packs including lots of fun activities and even kits 
for the children to ‘grow their own’ butter�ies!

We're 'buzzing' to say that our honey bees have moved into 
their new home at Castlebank Horticultural Centre! We 
received The National Lottery Community Fund Scotland 
'Awards for All' funding last year to create a Community 
Apiary as part of the centre's activities, and Stuart our 
Educational Gardener has completed a training course with 
the Lanarkshire Beekeepers' Association. Once the bees are 
settled, and social distancing has been further eased, we 
will look at running educational sessions to 'meet the bees'! 
If you live locally and have knowledge of beekeeping and 
would be keen to volunteer helping us look after the bees, 
please get in touch info@lanarktrust.co.uk.

Lanark has a new YouTube star! Earlier this year we 
launched our new YouTube channel which features a 
range of informative videos and guided tours of the park. 
The videos are led by Stuart our Educational Gardener and 
include a variety of gardening tips, tricks and advice. If 
there is any topic of video you would like to see, please 
email us your suggestions to info@lanarktrust.co.uk. 

Photographed below is Stuart �lming one of our family 
videos. We measured the Beech tree at the top of the hill 
to estimate its age...which is est 270 years old!

We were delighted to welcome back our volunteers at the 
end of June. The volunteer sessions are socially distanced 
and we are limiting group numbers and time slots. 

As we move into autumn, we need a lot of help to 
maintain the gardens and get ready for the new season. 

You can help for as little as 2 hours a month! Please 
contact us to register to help at one of our Tuesday / 
Thursday volunteer sessions in the park. No gardening or 
horticultural knowledge required. 

New YouTube channel launched



Room hire available at centreSuccess at Summer Plant Sales

Looking to the future...

Thank you for being a Friend of Castlebank Park - your support is invaluable! Also thanks to our dedicated team 
of volunteers, without whom the transformation of the park would not be possible. 

Keep up to date with what’s going on at Castlebank Park on our social media channels:
www.facebook.com/CastlebankPark | www.facebook.com/LanarkCDT

www.twitter.com/LanarkTrust | www.instagram.com/lanarkcomdevtrust

www.lanarktrust.co.uk | info@lanarktrust.co.uk | 01555 728 329
Castlebank Horticultural Centre, St Patrick’s Road, Lanark, ML11 9EG

Lanark Community Development Trust is a Registered Scottish Charity SC040584

The Classroom at Castlebank is available for socially 
distanced activities, Monday - Sunday, evening and 
weekends. Proceeds from the hire of the centre are 
returned to the Development Trust to continue the 
project of rejuvenating and maintaining the gardens of 
Castlebank Park for the local community to enjoy, with the 
help of a team of dedicated volunteers. Prices from £10 
per hour. Free WiFi, Free Parking, Kitchen facilities and 
more. For more information or to book, please email 
info@lanarktrust.co.uk.

“We might think we are nurturing a garden, but really it’s nurturing us”
Jenny Uglow

All being well, we will continue our Tuesday & Thursday volunteer sessions into the 
autumn and winter. We will also hope to start welcoming more groups back to the 
centre to work with Stuart, the Educational Gardener. The Classroom will continue 
to be available to hire by businesses and community groups. Over the autumn 
school holidays, we’ll hope to run our Family Gardening and Nature Club sessions 
at the centre.  As we move into December, the gardens and our team will take a 
well-earned break ready to kick start the new year. Here’s hoping for a brighter and 
better 2021!

As lockdown eased over the summer, we were able to 
hold two Plant Sale days at the Horticultural Centre. 
Many thanks to all of those who visited and purchased 
plants, this has been a fantastic contribution to the 
centre’s 2020 fundraising activity. 

We had a wide range of homegrown plants for sale 
including a range of perennials and native trees. 

We hope to be able to run more Plant Sale days from the 
spring of 2021 onwards. Stay tuned!


